
Vol. 1: Money — September 2022
Money is the general equivalent, the “god of commodities.” It is also the most direct medium for experiencing 
the concrete effects of the economic and social relations that obtain under capital: Our most clear 
quantification of these relations and generally the cause for coming to comprehend the nature of the 
capitalist system. Where Marx begins in the notebooks of the Grundrisse will be our jumping-off point, tracing 
the relationships that inhere in money with a view toward its role in the theoretical and real development of 
capital. Money is the medium of capitalist desire. We could begin, more traditionally, with the commodity, but 
in the immortal words of the Wu-Tang Clan, “Cash rules everything around me.”

Program 01.09.2022 

• 10:00 Introduction
• 10:30 Lecture: Anitra Nelson
• 12:00 Lunch
• 14:00 Guided Discussion: Money and Desire 
• 15:30 Coffee Break
• 16:00 Lecture: David van Putten
• 17:30 Bibliography and Other Projects
• 18:00 Borrel

Readings
M+E (References are to Penguin Editions of GR and C1) 

Marx, K. “Chapter on Money.” GR. pp. 113-238. https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1857/
grundrisse/ch02.htm.

Marx, K. C1. pp. 162-244. From Part I, Ch. 1 Sect. D to End of Part I. https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/
works/1867-c1/.

Marx, K. “Reflections on Money.” https://marxists.architexturez.net/archive/marx/works/1851/03/
reflections.htm. Refer to MECW Vol. 10. (First published 1977, Written 1851).

Marx, K. “ Chapter II: Money or Simple Circulation” in Contribution (1859). https://www.marxists.org/archive/
marx/works/1859/critique-pol-economy/ch02_1.htm.

Engels, F. “Barbarism and Civilization” in The Origin of the Family, the State, and Private Property (1884). 
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1884/origin-family/ch09.htm.

Masterclass 02.09.2022

Professor Anitra Nelson will be giving a Masterclass 
on a selection from her new book, Beyond Money: A 
Postcapitalist Strategy. Space for the masterclass is 
limited as the goal is to provide a seminar 
environment for discussion. If you’re interested, 
please email articulationsofdesire@gmail.com to 
reserve your place and get access to the reading (or 
if you can, support our generous speaker and buy 
the book here). The masterclass will take place from 
10:00-12:00.
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Recommended Secondary

Booth, A. “What Is Money?” 2016. https://www.marxist.com/what-is-money-part-one.htm.

Brunhoff, S. de. Marx on Money. Tr. Maurice J. Goldbloom. London: Verso, 1976. http://
pombo.free.fr/brunhoff76.pdf.

— L’offre de la monnaie. Critique d’un concept. Paris: F. Maspéro, coll. “Économie et socialisme,” 
1971. https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k4800880h/f17.item.texteImage.

— Les rapports d’argent. Grenoble/Paris: Presses Universitaires de Grenoble/F. Maspéro, 
coll. “Interventions en économie politique,” 1979.

Denis, H. La Monnaie. Paris: Editions Sociales, 1951.

Karatani, K. Architecture as Metaphor: Language, Number, Money. Tr. Sabu Kohso. Cambridge, 
MA: MIT Press, 1995.

Keynes, J.M. A Treatise on Money. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1930. http://tankona.free.fr/
keynescw5.pdf.

Lapavitsas, C. Marxist Monetary Theory: Collected Papers. Leiden: Brill, 2017.

Lordon F. & A. Orléan, “Genèse de l’État et de la monnaie : le modèle de la potentia multitudinis,” 
Revue du MAUSS permanente, 29 avril 2007. https://formes-symboliques.org/IMG/pdf/
doc-172.pdf.

Moseley, F., ed. Marx’s Theory of Money: Modern Appraisals. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2005. https://files.libcom.org/files/Marx%20on%20Money.pdf.

Nelson, A. Marx’s Concept of Money: The God of Commodities. London: Routledge, 2014.

— Beyond Money: A Postcapitalist Strategy. London: Pluto Press, 2022.

Simmel, G. The Philosophy of Money. Tr. Tom Bottomore and David Frisby. London: Routledge, 
2005. https://www.eddiejackson.net/web_documents/Philosophy%20of%20Money.pdf.

Schumpeter, J. Treatise on Money. Aalten, NL: Word Bridge Publishing, 2014.

— “Money and Currency.” Social Research 58.3. Chicago: JHU Press, 1991. pp. 499-543.  https://
www.jstor.org/stable/40970658.

Théret B. “Les trois états de la monnaie. Approche interdisciplinaire du fait monétaire.”, Revue 
économique, vol. 59, no 4, 2008. pp. 813‑841.

Visser, H. “Marx on Money.” Kredit und Kapital. Eds. Werner Ehrlicher and Hans-Jacob Krümmel. 
Berlin: Duncker & Humblot, 1977.  https://www.researchgate.net/publication/
254762834_Marx_on_Money.

This working group is part of the project “Articulations of Desire,” generously funded by the Horizon 
2020 Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellowship program. As such, this working group benefits from the 

Commission’s gracious funding for infrastructural and event support.
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